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HAVE WE NOT ALL ONE FATHER....HATH NOT ONE GOD CREATED US....MALACHI,. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
Messrs. Eprronrs, 

Will you do me the favour to insert in your | 
paper the following Queries, suggested on read- | 
ing W. I. Remse’sexposition of Mat. xii. 31, 
$2,which appeared in the Apvocare of last 
week; and give an answer from yourselves or 





March 2, 1827. 

Is it not probable our Saviour meant that all 
manner (or kinds) of sin, but that against the 
Holy Ghost, should be forgiven—rather than 
all the sins of all men: especially if we re- | 
member that he was reproving the Jews for 
blasphemously ascribing the agency of the Ho- 
ly Spirit to Beelzebub—admonishing them that 
all other species of sin should be forgiven, ex- 
cept this ; and when he had previously taught, 
if “they forgave not men their trespasses, nei- 
ther would their Heavenly Father forgive 
them %” 

If the Holy Spirit is merely a“ doctrine” or 
* message,” how was it proclaimed to the de- | 
vils when they were expelled by a single com- 
mand ? And if the doctrine of Christ procur- 
ed their exptlsion, why could not the disciples 
cast one out upon a certain time—as they 
preached the same “ doctrines,” and had been 
commissioned to cast them out? Or, were the 
devils contrary doctrines or messages, and if 
so, how did they influence the swine to run in- 
to the sea ? 

How can we suppose the Saviour meant the 
Jewish Nation when he spake of an individu- 
al—Mat. xii, 32, “ whosoever, speaketh,” 
&c.—“ shall not be forgiven Aim ;” Mark iii, 
29, ** fie that shali blaspheme”—Luke xii. 10, 
* him that shall blaspheme ?” 

Does not the translation in Matthew—“ nei- 
‘ther in this world, neither in the world to 
come”—probably accord with the meaning of 
the original.; as the parallel passage in Mark, 
says, “he hath never fargiveness”—in Luke, “it 
shall not be forgiven,”’ and the other Evangel- 
ist, (John) in one of his epistles, “ there is a 
— death : Ido not say he shall pray for 
it 

Isthat an “ unchangeable” God—* of one 
mind”—* without even a shadow of turning” 
who alike regards with favour the righteous and 
the wicked—bim that serveth God, and him 





that serveth him not ?”” Where does he prom- 


who continue in rebellion against him? Where 
were the wicked inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrah “ suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire’ in the days of Jude? 

As we are in this world liable to much na- 


! ° . . . . 
' tural and moral evil, is it not the dictate of wis- 


dom that we should hasten our departure from 
it, if we are.assured of an immediate entrance 
upon a state of bliss ineffable? And, upon this 
view of the subject, can war, pestilence, sui- 
cide, and the thousand other sources of prema- 
ture death, be longer considered as evils, or 
rather as messengers of mercy, having in view 
the highest good of man? 

As Eve was tempted by some object un- 
connected with herself, who was it? fs it the 
one alluded to in Revelation xii. 9 2 

What was the first estate (Jude 6) fiom 
which the angels fell? Where are they reser 
ved, and unto what great day? What fire is 
prepared for the devil and his angels; anc 
how shall accursed men be associated -witt 
them in punishment ? 

If the wicked are sent to hell for ini 


| quity committed on earth—and if they are un- 


der the influence of all their unholy and rebel- 
lious passions there, is it probable that contin- 
ally augmented guilt will by and by purchase 
exemption from punishment ? 


REPLY TO “A.” 


The communication of “ A” is altogethe: 
made up of interrogatories, which is indeed a 
very safe way of procedure. For it is gener- 
ally tliought, there is no danger of making a 
very great sacrifice in merely asking questions. 
This is the side taken by most religionists of 
the day ; and it is seldom the case, that onc 
can get them to suspend asking questions long 
enough to answer one. I pretend not to judge 
from the character of “‘ A’s” queries whether 
he is seekifig for “ the truth as itis in Jesus,”’ 
or whether his object is amusement. But this 
is no matter of concern with me, since every 
one who approaches the sacred repository of 
truth, should be guided by sincere motives, 
rather than mimick the grovelling fancies and 
insincerities of others. 

“ A,” says, his queries were suggested on 
reading my “exposition” of Mat. xii, 3t, 
$2. ‘But one would be led to conclude from 
his first inquiry, that he had given my “ expo- 
sition” very little attention. For he proseeds 
on the very ground which I have, in that “ ex- 
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position,’ proved false, viz. that all sins shall 
be forgiven “ except’’ the sin against the holy 
spirit. I there shewed, what must be obvious 
to all who understand what they read, that the 
word “ but” in the text is a mere connective 
and not a preposition. But “ A” asks, ‘ Is it 
probable our Saviour meant that all manner 
(or kinds) of sin but that against the Holy 
Ghost should be forgiven rather than all the 
sins of all men; especially, if we remember, 
that he was reproving the Jews for blasphem- 
ously ascribing the agency of the Holy Spirit 
to Beelzebub—admonishing them, that all other 
species of sin should be forgiven “ except” 


this ; and when he had previously taught, if | In Mat. xii, 28, Jcsus 
“ they forgave not men their trespasses, nei- | 


ther would.their heavenly Father forgive them. 


This question is evidently gratuitous, as the | 


article to which it relates, it is believed, con- 
tains a sufficient answer toit. But I shall give 
it all due attention. 

Ist. It is not even “ probable” that “ our 
Saviour meant, that all manner (or kinds) of sin 
but that against the Holy Ghost should be for- 
given, rather than ail the sins of all men.” 
because the reverse is the fact. For it has, al- 
ready, in substance been shown, and I now re- 
peat, that our Lord did limit the period in 
which the Jews were to be “ kept under dark- 
ness,”’ to the then existing age and the age to 
fellow. _ This fact only, I apprehend, can jus- 
tify. the language which precedes the qualify- 
ing clause, that “ all sins shall be forgiven un- 
to the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith- 
soever they shall blaspheme.” 

2, Our Lord “ was reproving the Jews for 
plasphemously ascribing the agency of the Ho- 
ly Spirit to Beelzebub.” I have said, in my 
“ exposition,” that the word spirit in the text 
signifies doctrine. By this,I did net design to 
be understood, tat the word has the same 
meaning in every instance where it occurs, for 
the case is plainly otherwise. But the proof I 
there adduced, that the word is used for doc- 
trine I think cannot be invalidated. We are 
all prepared to say of the Messiah, that the 
spirit of the Lord wasupon him. But who 
will hazard his reputation for good sense, in 
asserting, that the word has the same or a sim- 
ilar meaning in every instance? Surely no 
one. There is then, at least, presumptive evi- 
dence, that the sense of the word may be va- 
ried inthe text, Mat. xii. 31,32 The word 
spirit is ysed variously in the scriptures. We 
read of the spirit of God—the spirit of Christ 
—the spirit of truth—the spirit of man; the 
spirit of beasts ;the spirit of princes ; the spirit 
of the mind ; the svirit of grace and supplica- 
tion ; the spirit of bondage ; the spirit of adop- 
tion ; the spirit of life ; the spirit of holiness ; 
the spirit of meekness; the spirit of fasth, 
which, probably, is the same as “ the word of 
faith.” Comp. Rom. x. 8, and 2. Cor. iv. 13. 

Uur Lord, referring to the manna of the Is- 
raelites as figurative of the spiritual food of the 


Se 
gospel, and discovering, that his disciples were 
displeased at the mahner in which he had ex- 
pressed himself, explained the matter fully, that 
it was his doctrine he intended. (> “ The 
words that 1 have spoken unto you, are SP1R- 
IT, and are life,’ John vi. 58,---62 ; see 1st 
John iv. 1---3. IT have here introduced these 
texts again, to show that the word spirit is 
sometimes synonymous with doctrine. Indeed 
| this truth is admitted by many able commenta- 
| tors. This idea, however, “ A” has not ques- 
| tioned. But he seems to doubt the propriety 
of calling the holy spirit against which the 
Jews blasphemed, the holy doctrine of Jesus 
says, he casts out dé 
| mons “ by the spirit of God,” and Luke xi. 
20, ** by the finger of God ;” in both of which 
cases, though different terms are used, is evi 
deutly meant the divine power by which he 
wrought those miracles, and which was, also, 
signally manifested, in his preaching to the 
people. All that Jesus ever said or performed, 
during his ministry on the earth was designed 
to establish and give credit and currency to 
his doctriue. The miracles which he and his 
apostles wrought, were so many steps to the 
triumph of his sublime system of truth, by 
exciting that attention which could not have 
been produced in any other way. Hence, the 
blasphemy of the Jews was directly designed 
to destroy the influence ofhis doctrine. This 
was evidently their object in ascribing his mir- 
acles to Beelzebub. And whether this was 
their object or not, Jesus knew, that if what 
they said had any influence at all, it would op- 
erate against his doctrine, which he proved 
divine by his miracles. So that his doctrine 
was the victim, the object of their malice, 
whose destruction they sought. For this they 
crucified him; but he prayed for their forgive- 
ness on the cruss, because they knew not what 
they did! Hence, for the sake of the argu- 
gument, even setting aside what I have said 
respecting the meaning of the word spirit in 
this particular instance, 1 thiuk it is undenia- 
ble, that the object of the plasphemous Jews 
was to destroy the system of truth which Jesus 
had introduced. When they, therefore, spake 
against the holy spirit, their primary object 
was the extermination of the doctrine and re- 
ligion of Jesus. ‘“ A” may view the subject 
in either light which may. suit him best; the 
result will be the same. 

But perhaps “ A” isa Trinitarian, and feels 
grieved on that account. If this be his faith, 
and, that the holy spirit here mentioned is 
‘“‘ the third person in the trinity,” if this doc- 
trine be true, I think my views are the more 
fairly proved by this passage. Here there is 
no turning to the right hand nor to the left. 
If ** the Father is God, the Son God, and the 
Holy Ghost God, and yet there are not three 
Gods, but one God,” (see the creed of Athana- 





ox then, by the same rule, God is the Son, 
the Holy Ghost is the Son, and the Son is the 
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Holy Ghost, &c.. bdo not know how * A” 
will like the synonymes here used. I do not | 
charge him with this confession, but it is trini- 
tarianism, whether he will hear or whether he 
will forbear. I am not the author of thus ridi- 
culing this sublime text, but the following is the 
substance of it, on this. hypothesis : “ whosoever 
speaketh a word against the sunof man it shall 
be forgiven him, but whosoever speaketh a word 
against the Sonof Man it shall not be forgiven 
him! !”’ and @ice versa. May God forgive the 
authors of such wickedness ! 

If what I have said in my “ exposition,” on 
that part of this text which I have called pa- 
renthetieal, be correct, the difference, between 
Jesus the messenger and the holy spirit, (or 
doctrine which the Jews aimed at ) is establish- 
ed, and the good sense of the text is preserved. 
But if a more rational! construction can be giv- 
en, I will most certainly give it my approba- 
tion. The above remarks, in part, relate to 
* A’s” second paragraph, but it was deemed 
proper to place them here. 

3d. Jesus did teach, that, if we forgive not 
men their tresspasses, neither will our heavev- 
ly Father forgive us. This sentiment I hold 
to be a salutary one, and though it was origin- 
ally, addressed to a few, I think it is applica- 
ble toallmen. AsTI have shown in my “-ex- 
position,” by an appeal to the scriptures, in 
what the forgivness of our heavenly Father con- 
sists, I will only say here, that the pardon of 
an unforgiving man, does not depend on a 
change in the mind of an immutable Deity, but 
ofhis own. One who is possessed of an un- 
forgiving disposition I truly pity. And while 
the mind is filled with such a spirit, it can con- 
tain nothing else, and therefore, can have no 
sense of the forgiveness uf Him who is “ kind 
to the unthankful and the evil.” 

* A” in his second paragraph, asks, why the 
disciples of Jesus, who taught the same doc- 
irine, could not cast out a demon on a certain 
time, &c. Ireply, there is no necessity of 
supposing, that those miracles were wrought 
by preaching, unaided by Him who effected the 
mighty works. Acts ii.22. Neither do I 
think this snbject touches the question in dis- 
pute. What did the blasphemous Jews know 
about the means by which our Lord and his 
anostles healed thesick, raised the dead, &c.? 

ad they any higher views of the Messiah 
whom they looked for, than to promote 
their earthly glory and grandeur? Were 
not their minds very ill adapted to comprehend 
the illustrious miracles wrought among them? 
Had they “known him,” would they have 
persecuted him, or derided his doctrine, or 
would they have crucified him? Acts xiii. 
27. Hadthe Jews been enlightened, so as to 
have expected as high advantages from Jesus 
as the apostles did, would they have been 
more likely to blaspheme, than they 2 Look 
at. blasphemous: Saul. He persecuted the 





Church of God. Was he not as bad as any 


of the sons of [srvel? Was he not the chief 
of sinners ? But did he not these things “ ig- 
norantly through unbelief 2?” Was there “ light” 
in his head as well as malicein bis heart, when 
le was ignorant of what he did? Yet, it 
seems he had “ lived in all good conscience 
before God.” And was not this the case with 
the persecuting Jews, generally? Considering 
the state of the Jews, and, that their sole aim 
was to crush the rising cause of Jesus, the 
more this subject is investigated without preju- 
dice, I am persuaded, it will appear, that the 
word spirit, as spoken to the Jews, implies his 
doctrine, the object of their malice and blas- 
phemy. 

‘* A’s” arrangement of singular pronouns, is 
perfectly harmless, as they might be opposed 
by nearly the same number of examples, from 
the same passages, of a plural character. But 
the explanatory note of Mark, is sufficient for 
my present purpose ; “ Because they said, he 
hath anunelean spirit,” Mark iii.31. Who 
said 1 Answer, “ the scribes who came down 
from Jerusaleum,” ver. 22. But will “ A” say 
the scribes collectively, who blasphemed, are 
not meant, because our Lord said, “ he that 
shall blaspheme” be in the singular? Our 
Lord, addressing the Jews, said, “ Fill ye up 
the measure of your fathers.” Mat, xxiii. 
32. And, perhaps, few will controvert, that 
the blasphemy against the holy spirit, together 
with the catalogue of crimes our Lord foresaw 
they would be guilty of, was deplurably deci- 
sive in filling up the measure of their iniquity, 
on which account the most uaparalleled * tri- 
bulation” came upon them, When one mill- 
iun and one hundred thousand, were cut off 
at Jerusalem, besides thousands that were mur- 
dered in other places, and the remainder dis- 
persed and cruelly persecuted. Yet who will 
hence infer, that every Jew was personily con- 
cerned in blaspheming the holy spirit (yet this 
might have been the case ) or that each in per- 
son, assisted in persecuting, scourging, and cru- 
cifying, the preachers of the gospel? See 
Mat. xxiii. 32—39. But this matter, Lthink, 
is not of difficult solution. Were not the Jews 
all agreed to what their rulers suggested ? 
And when the scribes, who, it seems, were 
doctors of the law, blasphemed on seeing the 
miracles of Jesus, it appears rational to con- 
clude that the multitude would coincide in, and 
echo the same abuse. And though it did not 
require all the Jews to condemn, and crucify 
our Lord, yet, asthey were all agreed in the 
bloody transaction,they are all justly implicated. 
“ For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their 
rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet 
the voice of the prophets, &c. they have ful- 
filled them in condemning him.” Acts, xiii. 
27, 28. “ Then answered all the people and 
said, his blood be upon us and upon our child- 
ren."’ Mat. xxvii. 25. More instances of 
texts agreeing with the above, can be adduced, 
but these, it is believed, will conviffce any ra- 
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tional man, who is acquainted with the history 
of the infatuated Jews, and the influence of 
the chief rulers over the people; that all of 
that unhappy nation, who bowed their necks 
to priestly domination, and submiited willingly 
to the haughty pretensions uf their doctors, 
as far as Jesus, his doctrine and bis miracles, 
had been seen, heard, or heard of, and oppos- 
ed, partook of the crimes and guilt, of perse- 
cution, murder, end blasphemy, either by 
sanctioning the malicious conduct of others, 
or, by actually participating in the commission 
of these ebormities. 
that when it is understood, that blindness in 
part happened to Israel,” it will be perceived 
that our text (Mat. xii. 31, 32) must have 
a national, and not merely an individual ap- 
plication. ‘“ A” objects to this, it appears, be- 
cause our Lord said “ he that shall blaspheme,” 
&c. in the singular number ! this is strange 
logick ! No one doubts, I presume, that “ e- 
very one shall die fur his own iniquities. But 
were not the Jews punished nationally? And 
did not their complicated crimes fill up the 
measure of their iniquity, and, as a nation 
render thein ripe for the vengeance that await- 
ed them? See Mat. xxiii chap. 

* A” having collected together his singular 
pronouns, &c, asks, “ Does not the translation 
in Mat.-—-‘ neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come’--probably accord with the mean- 
ing of the original” (see my “ exposition,” for 
the meaning of the original,) “as the parallel 
passage in Mark says, he hath never forgiveness 
(eis ton atona, totheage.) “ A” is informed, 


that ‘never, in Mark is the same as ‘ world,’ in | 


Matt. But the word signifies age or dispensa- 
tion. See Dr. A. Clark on all these passages, 
viz. Matt. xii, 31,32, Mark iii, 28, 29, Luke 
xj, 10,and 1 John v.16. See my exposition, 
for scriptural views of forgiveness, thejimmuta- 
bility of God, the punishment of sinners and 
the object of such punishment. 

The remainder of “ A’s” production not 
having a bearing on the present question, I shall 
make it the subject of another communication. 

W.1. REESE. 

Lone rravers.—Whitefield was one eve- 
ning at a gentleman’s house, and at the hour of 
family worship the gentleman prayed. He was 
immoderately long ; and when he at length con- 
cluded, Whitefield said to him, “ Sir, you pray- 
ed me into a good frame, and you prayed me 
out again,” 

The population of Upper Canada, according 

to the census lately taken, is only one hundred 

and sixty four thousand which does uot equal 
the population of the city of New-York by se- 
veral thousand. It has however, rapidly po- 
pulated of late years. 








There is a new project of a law, about to be 
put in forge in France, still farther restraining 
the liberty of the press. 
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Although we step a little aside from the beate: 
track, in giving the following an insertion; yet the 
moral deducible from it will be a sufficient apology; 
A mild, persuasive, and affectionate course of con- 
duct on the part of a wife, is more frequently effica- 
ctous in reforming the dissolute husbandthan acon- 
trary course; and it is believed that if love and af- 
fection were exemplified in the conduct of married 


| people more frequently, there would be less of mis- 
Hence, I here repeat, | 


ery than is now experienced in our world. The 
subject brings to mind a fable, found in some book, 
we forget what—-to the following purport: The 


Sun end Wind undertook a trial of their powers, 
and a traveller was selected us the subject of the ex- 
periment. The object was to get off the traveller's 
coat. The wind commenced the attack; it blew 
this way, and that way,—but the traveller held fast 
to his coat. Indeed, he 
keep his coat, in exact proportion to the fury of the 
The attempt, therefore, 


exerted his strength to 


on the part of the 
The Sun then dis 


wind. 
wind, was entirely unsuccessful. 
played its powers. It begun by sending forth it: 
gentle beams upon the traveller, which soon indu 
eed him to unbutton his coat. Another, and anath- 
er ray of light and warmth succeeded, until at length 
the traveller yielded and cheerfully laid his garment 
The reader will make the application. 
GAMBLING, 


OR, RAIN AND SUNSHINE. 


aside! 


re as we turn our backs 
‘* From our companion, thrown into his grave; 
‘So his familiars to his buried fortunes 
** Shrink all away.”’ 

“ Why doyou keep me for so long a time at 
the door?” said Edward F. passionately to his 
wife. The night had passed; but its cold 
wind entered the house, as Mis. F., with a sor- 
rowful heart, undid the lock, 

“Ts it late, Edward; and I could not keep 
from slumbering.” 

He said nothing in return to this: but flun; 
himself in a chair, and gazed intently on the 
fire. His son climed upon his knee, and, put- 
ting his arms around the father’s neck, whisper- 
ed, “ papa, what has mamma been crying for ?”’ 
—Mr. F. started—shook off his boy, and saic 
with violence, “ get to bed sir; what business 
has your mother tolet you be up at this hour ! 
—The poor child’s lower lip pouted; but he 
was, at this time, too much frightened to ery. 








reached his cot, his warin heart discharged it 
self of its noisy gricf. The mother heard his 





crying, and went to him; but she soon re- 
turned to the parlour. She leant upon her hus- 
band and thus addressed him ; ** Edward I will 
not upbraid you on account of your harshness 
to me—but I implore of you not to act in this 
manner before: your children 
Edward, as you used to be! Those heavy 





eyes tell of wretchedness, as well as of bad 
ijhours. You wrong me—you wrong yourself 


His sister, silently, took him up 3 and when he 


You are not, 



















































5 


RF A so 










FE 











GOSPEL 








ADVOCATE. id} 





thus to lot my hand shew I am your wife—but The distressed man had scarcely said this 


at the same time let your heart know single- 
ness in matters of moment. I am aware of the 
kind of society in which you have lately indul- 
ged, Tell me, Edward—for Heaven’s sake 
tell me !—we are poor—we are reduced! we 
are ruined !—is it not so?” 

Edward had not a word for his wife; buta 
-man’s tears are more awful] than his words. 

% Well, be itso, Edward! Our children may 
sufier from our fall; but it will redouble my 
exertions forthem, And as for myself, you do 
not know me if you think that circumstances 
lessen my feelings for you. A woman’s love 
is like the plant which shows its strength the 
more it istrodden on. Arouse yourself my 
husband—it istrue, your father has cast you 
off, and you are indebted to him in a serious 
sum—but he is not all the world /—only con- 
sider your wife in that light hes 

A slight tap was now heard at the door, and 
Mrs. F. went to ascertain the cause; she re- 
turned to her husband: “ Mary is at the door 
—she says you always kissed her before she 
went to bed ?” 

“My child—my child,” said the father :— 
“*God bless you—I am not well Mary.—Nay, 
do not speak to me to-night; Goto rest now 
—give me one of your pretty smiles in the 
morning, and your father will be happy again.” 

Mr. F. too was persuaded by his affeciionate 
partner to retire ; but sleep and rest were not 
tor him—his wife and his children had once 
given him happy dreams—but now, the ruin 
he had brought upon them was an awakening re- 
ality. 

When the light of the morning appeared a- 
bove the liuc of the opposite houses, Mr. F. a- 
rose, 

‘* Where are you going Edward?” said his 
wife, “ I have been considering,” he replied, 
calmly; “and I am determmed to try my 
father. He loved me when I was a boy—- 
was proud of me. It is true, Ihave acted dis- 
honorably by him. Yesterday I spoke harsh- 
lyofhim; but I did not then know myself.— 
Your dear affection, my wife, has completely 
altered me. I never can forget my ill treat- 
ment towards you: but I will make up for it 
—I will----indeed I will--—Nay, do not----do 
not grieve in this way---this is worse to me 
than all----your young ones my wife--—-I will 
be back soon.” 

The children appeared in the breakfast 
room. Mary was ready with her smile, and 
the boy was anxious fur the uotice of his fath- 
er. After ashort space of time, Mr. F. re- 
turned. 

“Why so pale, by husband! will your pa- 
rent not assist you.” 

“ We must indeed sink, my love! He will 
not assistme. Heupbraided me; I did not, I 
could not answer him a word. He spoke 
kindly of you and your little ones but he has 
cast us off forever.” 





when a person rudely came in. The purport 
of his visit was soon perceived. In the name 
of F.’s father he took possession of the prop» 
erty ; and he had the power to make F.apris- 
oner. 

“You shall not take papa away,” said the 
little son, at the same time kicking at the offi- 
cer. 

“* Mamma,” whispered Mary, “must my 
father go to prison----won’t they let us go too °°” 

*“ Here comes my authority,” said the depu- 
ty sheriff. 

The elder Mr. F. doggedly placed himself ir 
a chair. 

“ You shall not take my papa away,” cried 
out the boy to his grandfather, 

‘* Whatever may have been my conduct siz,” 
said the miserable Edward, “ thisis unkind for 
you. Il have not a single feeling for myself, 
but my wife----my children—-you have no right 
thus to harrass them with your presence.” 

“ Nay, husband,” responded Mrs, I’. “ think 
not of me. Your father cannot distress me. J 
have not kuown you, Edward from your child- 
hood as he has done; _ but he shall see how / 
can cling to you----can be proud of you in 
your poverty. He has forgotten your youth. 
ful days----he has lost sight of his own thought- 
less years.” 

The old gentleman directed his law agent to 
leave theroom. He then slowly, yet nervous- 
ly answered thus: 

“ Madam----I have not forgotten my own 
thoughtless days. I have not forgotten that I 
once had a wife as amiable and noble minded 
as yourself----and I have not fergotten that 
your husband was her favourite child. An old 
man hides his sorrows; but let not the world, 
therefore, think him unfeeling----éspecially as 
that world taught him so to do. The distress 
1 have this moment caused was premeditated 
on my part. It hashad its full effect. A mortal 
gets to vice by single steps; and many think 
the victim must return by degrees. I know 
Edward’s disposition ; and that with him a sin- 
gle leap is sufficient. That leap he has taken. 
He is again in my memory as the favourite of his 
poor mother----the laughing eyed young pet of 
a-—--pshaw----of an old fool ; for why am Lery- 
ing.” 

Little Mary had insensibly drawn herself to- 
wards the old philosopher, and, without utter- 
ing a word, pressed his hand, and put her hand- 
kerchief to his eyes. The boy also now left 
his parent walked up to his grandfather and lean- 
ing his elbow on the old man’s knees, and turn- 
ing up his round cheek, said,“ then you won’t 
take papa away ?” 

“No! you little impudent rascal—---but I'll 
take you away ; and when your mother comes 
for you, I will treat her so well, that Pll make 
your father follow after.” 

Thus came happiness at the heels of ruin.--- 





If husbands oftener appreciated the exquisite 














































































































162 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





and heavenlike affection of their wives, many 
happier firesides would be seen. ae in love 
and one §n mind, ought to be the motto of eve- 
ry married pair. And fathers would many 
times check improvidence, if they were to 
make use of affection and kindness, rather than 
prejudicesand strictness. C.E. E. 


IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 


‘*EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”’ 

















FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


PRELIMINARY INQUIRY. 


Messrs Epitors: A friend, of your denomina- 
tion, handed me, not long since an extra sheet of 
the Gospex Apvocate and ImpartiAL InvEsTIGATOR; 
in which I find that you call upon the friends of re- 
ligion, of every name and denomination, to aid you 
in the important work of investigation; and upon 
your learned opponcnts to enter your columns, and 
convince the publick, if they can, that your senti- 
ments are either erroneous or pernicious. I would 
inform you that I wish to avail myself of the invita- 
tion; and that I desire to enter your columns to 
investigate the everlasting concerns of time and 
eternity with that spirit whose fruits are love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, faith, meekness, 
and temperance. 

But before I commence the investigation I want 
that you should answer me one question: vo you 
BELIEVE THERE IS TO BE A DAY OF JUDGEMENT AFTER 
THE RESURRECTION ? When you auswerthis question, 
I will then commence my argument; and if my life 
and health will permit, I will continue it until the 
subject is brought to aclose. Yours, &c. 

G. W. B. 

Sullivan, March 23, 1827. 

N. B. If the signature is not correct our friend will 
please notice it in his next. 

REPLY. 

That our correspondent may not delay the prom- 
ised argument, we take the earliest opportunity to 
declare, that wE DO NOT BELIEVE THERE 1S TO BE A 
DAY OF JUDGEMENT AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF MAN- 
KIND, IN THE COMMON ACCEPTATION OF THE TERMS.— 
In other words, we do not believe, that mankind are 
to be tried, judged, or condemned, after the resur- 
rection spoken of by Paul in the xv. chapter of his 
Epistle to the Corinthians. 

We thank our correspondent for accepting our in- 
vitations, and assure him that his conciliatory feel- 
ings as he has expressed them, shall be duly recip- 


" rocated. 


ASSERTIONS WITHOUT PROOF. 

It would seem that certain clergymen are bent on 
doing all.in their power to mislead their hearers 
and keep them in ignorance. Misrepresentations 
of the most gross and disgusting character, are ut- 
tered in the puipit, by the pretended ambassadors of 
Jesus; and it requires the utmost stretch of charity 
to induce the belief that they are justified by ignor- 
ance. But mankind are becoming too enlightened 
to be imposedupon with impunity. Children, well 


instructed in the sublime doctrine of God’s impar- 
tial benevolence, can detect, expose, and refute, the 
assertions of our calumniators. These thoughts 
were suggested by a line handed us on Monday last 
to the following effect : 


““Mr. McMaster, in his discourse yesterday, at the 
| Presbyterian church, made the following statements 
or declarations; viz. That Unstversatists have not 


} so much faith as the Devil;—quoting tho passage 


where it is said by a demoniac ‘why comest thou 
hither to torment us before the time ? 


’ 


—and mean 
ing to prove by this, the certainty of future punish- 
ment. And soon after, in defining faith, he said 
that the essense of itis Charity.’’ 

Now were we not in avery grave mood, at this 
moment, we might attempt to show how ridiculous 
this ‘“‘Rev.”’ calumniator would appear when strip 
ped of his infallibility ! 
Now, pray, Mr. McMaster, if this article should ev” 
er meet thine eye, be so condescending as to tell us 


But we will be serious.— 


why the Universalists have not as much faith as 
their Presbyterian neighbours? We believe in 
God—in Christ—in the testimony of all the holy 
prophets—in the efficacy of the ransom paid for all 
men; and we do entreat thee, kind Sir, to tell us in 
what point we fall short of believing all that is re- 
quired of us? And in return forthe favour we ask, 
we will tender the assertion, that our good Presby 
terian brethren believe just as much as the devil, 
and no more,—for the devils believe and tremble ; 
and so do the calvinists. E. 


NEW PUBLICATION. 

We have received the second number of a week 
ly paper, entitled the Urrca Macaztne, issued from 
the office of the Oneida Observer. From its con- 
tents we conclude it is designed to promote the 
doctrine of universalism; but not finding the name 
of its editor on its pages, we can say no more than 
that we desire it may prove serviceable to the cause 
of truth. The terms are one dollar and fifty cents 
a year, if paidin advance, two dollars if paid at the 
end of six months; and two dollars fifty cents it 
paid at the expiration of the year. We hope the 
publisher will, in adding another to the list of peri- 
odicals already established, meet with such cuccess 
as shall warrant its continuance. 


Messrs. Epitors: During a tour to the east a 
few weeks since, my ears were frequently saluted 
with strange tales and anecdotes relating to the 
self-stiled ‘Brigadier General of Jesus Christ,’ 
and. his coadjutors in office. There were many of 
them such barefaced insults to community, that I 
was seriously inclined to doubt the veracity ofthem; 
for I could not be so uncharitable us to believe that 
an enlightened and christian people (as I have ev- 
er took them to be) would suffer such unwarranta- 
ble outrages upon decency and morality, to be prac- 
tised among them! ‘There was one of those tales 
however, related.to me by a gentleman of such res 
pectability and candour, that I could not for a mo- 
ment’ disbelieve it; he said, he held himself ac- 
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the testimony of the mouth of two or three respec- 
table witnesses, the truth of the same. He stated 
that a certain clergyman, (whose name [ have since 
forgotten) who resides in the vicinity of Vernon, O- 
neida co. while officiating at the altar, (and as we 
would naturally conclude, preaching the gospel, 
which is glad tidings of great joy to all people,) 
made in substance, the following remark to his con- 
gregation :—that if there were any then in his pres- 
ence, that refused to join his church, they were re- 
quested to dispose of their property immediately, 
and move away. 

Query. Ought we not to give the reverend gen- 
tleman great credit for being so charitable as to per- 
mit the unfortunate out-casts to dispose of their 
property before their departure ? and for not com- 
pelling the poor wretches to go away naked 7 


STEPHEN. 





FROM THE NANTUCKET INQUIRER. 
SUPPORT OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 
We have recently perused a small pamphlet, 
put forth by the “ American Tract Society,” 

rporting to be a discourse by “ Rev. James 

nnett, president of Rotherham College Eng- 
land,” on supporting the Gospel Ministry.--- 
In reading this work, we are unable io say 
which of these two feelings predominated---- 
astonishment or diversion, ‘The revered wri- 
ter takes this appropriate text: “ If we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we shall reap your carnal things ?”--~ 
The whole object of this homily, is to enforce 
the extraordinary claims of the priesthood up- 
on the property of the laity. After adducing 
the examples of some of the Apostles who con- 
sidered the “ workman worthy of his hire ;’’--- 
the pious author stumbles a litile at the case of 
Paul, who “ wrought with his own hands to 
minister to his wants,,’ saying that he only did 
this occasionally, or was assisted by churches 
atadistance, &c. But we shall presently see 
how these examples are ‘mproved upon. 

The reverend gentleman thus estimates the 
value of brains. 

“ The question arises, then, what sum is ne- 
cessary to answer the ends of justice? to de- 
termine this, we must compare the services of 
ministers, with those of others who benefit so- 
ciety by their talents and their toils. Mental 
setvices are adjudged worthy of a higher re- 
compense than mere physical, or bodily pow- 
ers; because they demand the exercise of the 
higher qualities of our nature, and are more 
difficult to be procured than mere muscular 
force. If then, the recompense given to phy- 
sicians, counsellors, and others, whose, intel- 
lect benefits their fellow men, be the standard, 
Task whether ministers are justly paid? Are 
they not frequently put off with that which is 
given to the mechanic or labourer, for mere mus- 
cle and sinew?” 

He proceeds to particularize the exact pro- 
portion which ought to be contributed out of the 











substance of each individual, so as to produce a 
comfortable income” for these disinterested su- 
pervisors of our spiritual concerns, viz. 

‘** Such a remuneration as the tribe of Levi 
enjoyed, under the ancient dispensation.--- 
What this was, we may learn from what has 
already been said, that a twelfth part of the pop- 
ulation had a tenth of the produce of the land, 
besides cities with their suburbs, aad certain 
parts of the offerings of the Lord”--—- 

Being just ten per centum—--and his reverence 
further saith, that he and his brethren cannot 
be satisfied with any thing less---for they wish 
not only to live respectably and above board, 
but to be “ examples to the flock of all that is 
useful and benevolent.” 

Thus it may be seen how desirous the cler- 
gy are to get one tenth part of our property.--- 
The above tract is the production of the famous 
American Tract Society. 


4 WORD TO OUR PATRONS. 


This number completes the First quARTER of the 
year, und of the Fifth Volume ofthis paper. Three 
months ago, the editors and publishers of the Advo- 
cate embarked in the hazardous undertaking, and 
‘east their bread upon the waters,’ with the deter- 
mination that every faculty of body and soul should 
be devoted to the cause. Their ALL was placed 
at hazard, by assuming the responsibility of the cs- 
tablishment; and their more than all was jeopard- 
ized by the undertaking. Obstacles which none 
but ourselves know any thing about, have arisen 
from time to time, calculated to discourage any but 
those who are determined to persevere; but they 
have been encountered and overcome. Our friends 
have been kind—very kind; and considering the 
pressure of the times, have done better by us than 
we had anticipated. But few are aware of the vast 
expense of the establishment. Our expenditures 
amount to twenty-seven dollars a week, which is no 
trifling sum for us to raise and pay. ’ 

The above will justify us in making the following 
RrEQquEsT. We desire and request our subscribers 
to remember us. Although many of our patrons 
have been prompt in remitting their favours, yet a 
great many have not yet sent the sum stipulated to 
be paid in advance, and are, therefore, according to 
the terms of the paper, under obligation to pay two 
dollars, before the expiration of the next Quarter. 
But to convince our friends that we have no desire 
to speculate, we now agree, that those who have not 
found it convenient to payin advance, shall each be 
entitled to a receipt in full for the fifth volume, by 
forwarding ONE DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS 
before the fifteenth day of April next, addressed to J. 
Guiteau, Esq. P. M. Buffalo, N. Y. 

Now, brethren, we know you can raise the above 
amount, without injury to yourselves or families, and 
by doing so, you will dous a very great favour. And 
farther, by being prompt, you will save to yourselves 
fifty cents; for after the time above. specified, we 
shall be compelled to exact the fullamount. Bretu- 
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REN wont you help us ? If you will, you shall be en- 
titled to our thanks, and most devoted services. 
L. 8. EVERETT. 


LIST OF AGENTS---conciupren. 


wi 

Middlebury, Gen. co. J. Cruttenden.---Middle- 
port, Niagara co. A. S. Baker.---Mountain Ridge, 
Niagara co. J. Jones, Esq.---Montezuma, M. Smith 
Waters.---Manlius, Onondaga co. Nathan Williams, 
Esq.---Manchester, Ontario co. R. Whipple.---Mar- 
cejlus, Onondaga co. Parley E. Howe.---MclLcan, 
Tompkins co. Daniel Ladd. 


Ww 
Niagara Falls, Gen. P. Whitney.---North East 
Pa. Stephen Sparrow.---Newark, Wayne, co. Phi- 
lander Kane.----New-Hartford, Oneida co. Elizur 
Steel].---North Penfield, Monroc co. Silas Dunham, 
Esq.--- New-Fane, Niagara co. Wright, Esq.--- 
P. M.—Niagara, U. C. J. Crooks, Esq. P. M. 





Oil Creek, Pa. D. Dunham.—Oran, N. Y. S. C. } 


Huggins.—Owego, N. Y. Jeremiah Landers.—Ox- 
ford, Chenango co.—Dr. S. Baldwin.—Oxbow, Jef- 
ferson co. N. Y. Eld. E. W. Robbins. —Ontarioville, 
N. ¥..C. Gagger.—Onondaga Hollow, Travers 
Swan. 


P 

Pike, N. Y. T. Rockwell, Jun.—Pendleton, S. P. 
Clark, Esq. P. M.—Painesville, O. S. Kingsbury, 
Esq. —Parma, N. ¥. Eld.. Hollis Sampson.—Port 
Byron, N. Y. James Pine.—Pittsford, Lysander 
Robbins.—Palmyra, Freeman Hemmingway.—Pem- 
broke, Gen. co. Post Master,—Perrinton, N. Y. A. 
Goodell, Esqg.—Pen Yan, E. J. Fowlce. 


Q 
Queenston, U. C. Jacob Ducsler.—Chippawa, U. C. 
James Secord. 


R 
Rushford, N. ¥..5. R. Swifi.—Rockport, O: S. 
ight, Esq. PM. Rusaville, N.Y. Silas Stark. 
+Rich.aond, N.Y. P. Brown, Esq.—Rochester, N. 





VY. Henry Gilmcn.—Riga, FE. P. Davis.—Rush, John | 


Collins, Jun. Ridgeway N. Y. C. Peabody. 


S 

Skaneateles, N. Y. Eld. I. Whitnail, Starkey, 
Yates co. Post Master.—Sullivan, N, Y. Eld. Geo. 
W. Brooks.—Syracuse, H, Millen.+Scipio, N. Y. 
Eld. J. 8. Flagler.—Salina, P. Green.—South Chi- 
li, Cyrus Handy.—Scottsville, D. Farwell.—Sheshe- 
quin, Pa. Jeseph Kingsbury, Esq. P. M.—St. Catha- 
rines, U. C. H. Leavenworth, Esq.---Stamford, U. C, 
J. S.. Crysler. 


ru : 

Thorold, U. C. Post Master.—Union Mills, Pa. 
Wm. Mills, Esq. P. M.—Utica, Joel Joslin.—-V ernal 
P. O. Gen. co. Collins, Esq. P. M.—Virgil, N. 
¥. Doct. Green.—Vernon, Oneida co. James Tomp- 
kins.—Victor, N. Y. Wm. Bull. 





Warsaw, N. Y. Nathaniel Cummings.~-Weed’s 
Part, Cayuga.co. N. ¥. Doct. A. Woodworth.—West 
Bloomfield, Eld. H. Roberis.-West Mendon, Eld, 
W. I. Reese.--Waterloo, John Chamberléin, Esq. 


, 4 
York, Liv. co. N. Y. Mr. Cook.—Bertie. U. C. J. 
W, Lewis. 





AcciwEyT.—--Three young men (names to 
us unkown) were drowned in the creek at Ly- 
ons, Wayne Co. on Saturday last, while at- 
tempting to cross the creek in a skiff. 

A conspiracy to overthrow the government, 
&c. was discovered at Mexico on the 19th Jan. 
It is attributed to the priests and friars, several 
of whom have heen seized and punished. 
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Poetic Department. 


The beauty of the following lines richly entitles 
them to a place in our poetic department. They 
were written by the late Lyndon Arnold, Esq. of 
this town, onthe death of Mr. Bensamin MARSHALL, 
late Tyler of St. John’s Lodge, in this place, who 
fell dead at the door of the Lodge, immediately on 
the last Brother leaving the room.—-Proridence Pax 
per. 








Wirn age, with want, infirmity opprest, 
Death said to Marshall thou shalt shortly rest ; 
Isee no reason for thy tarrying here 

But fear of me, and me ’tis vain to fear. 


No wife remains with thee thy grief to share, 
No tender infants to demand thy care; 

Few are thy comforts, numerous are thy woes, 
And few thy friends but what thé Lodge compose. 


Say with one blow shall I thy soul release, 

And send it joyful to the realms of peace ? 

The sage repli’d, these things O death, are true ! 
One boon I ask, and then submit to you. 


Those genuine friends, the brothers of my heart, 
Whom kind affection prompted to impart 

The means of living to my feeble age, 

And still sustain me tottering on the stage, 


This night in social brotherhood convene, 

My wish, O death, would lead me to the scene, 
There when the lodge in harmony shall close. 
And eash one hasten homeward to repose, 


Vil wait thy coming—-thy command obey, 

And through thy regions meet eternal day. 
"Twas reason’s claim, nor death refus’d the grace, 
But met him punctual at the time and place. 





(Just Pustisnep anp ror Saxe, Price one sHit 
tinc, A Pamphlet containing 24 pages, entitled 
‘‘A Review of a pamphlet, entitled, Ustversatism, 
or the Ricu Max anp pede a Sermon, by Thom- 
as Loundsury, A. B. Pastor of the first Presbyter- 
ian congregation in Ovid. By L. 8. Everett, Pas- 
tor of the first Universalist Society in Buffalo, N. 
Y. In two parts: The First Part, containing a Re- 


view of the Sermon; the Secgnd, an Exposition of 


the Parable.”’ 

The above mentioned Review is for sale at the 
Book-Store of R. W. Haskins; at the office of the 
Gospel Advocate, opposite the Court House; at the 
Black Rock Book-Store; or may be had of the Ed- 
tor, or soon of the Agents of the Gospel Advocate 
generally, throughout the country. 

{(7 A liberal discount will be made to those who 
buy by the quantity. 

E_ _________ 

The Gospet ApvocatTe, and ImpartiaL InvEesTIGA- 
Tor, is published by an Association of Gentlemen, 
at $1,50, in advance; $2,00 if paid within six months; 
and $2,50, if not paid before the expiration of the 
year. 
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